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classes who have more leisure than others for the cultivation of these temperaments. The toiling masses have usually no leisure at all If they have any, it is only in the more advanced communities. The highest aim of philosophic socialism is to secure a more equitable distribution of leisure rather than of wealth. But taking things as they are, it is upon the use made of their leisure by the leisured classes that the noblest impulses of a nation depend. It will therefore be useful to examine some of the features of the life of the leisured classes in India. The individuals comprising them are very few in number, but their influence on the social structure, whether for good or for evil, is incalculable.
The first class I am going to speak about is that of the territorial magnates, the ruling princes, the Rajas, Maharajas, and Nawabs. They form an aristocracy quite different from the aristocracy of any other country. Their patents of nobility have different sources, one from the other. Their castes, tribes, and social spheres are different. They are not all governed by the same customs, nor are they the products of the same conditions; and the history behind them is different in each case. But they are all united, in modern India, by the common bond of political sympathy. They are all staunch and loyal feudatories of the British Crown. The flag unites them; the empire that guarantees to them their territory and their titles, brings them into relations one with another. The